Written primarily for board members of health service organizations, this book provides basic information about how health care services in the United States are organized, financed, and provided. Chapter one provides a general overview of the health care industry, including a brief history, and the underlying causes of health and disease, among other topics. Chapter two focuses on organizations that provide health care services, and chapter three addresses how services are financed, including types of health plans, governmental programs, and health maintenance organizations. Chapter four provides information on the people providing care -who they are, their characteristics, and how they are trained.
The final chapter provides some predictions about the health care industry's future and the challenges that are posed. This book presents an overview of the concerns facing the largest and most diverse pool of health workers in the United States as they provide disease detection, prevention, dietary, health promotion, rehabilitation and health management services at all levels of health care delivery. It addresses critical issues that affect allied health practice, including managed health care, computer technology, drug information, and demographic trends in society, with an emphasis on implications for education. The book also includes appendices listing allied health organizations, accrediting agencies, and descriptions of federally recognized allied health professions. This book is a resource for experienced as well as beginning board members and corporate officers, and it explains the strategic and operational imperatives of nonprofit governance. The book's 12 chapters are divided into four parts. Part one takes a broad look at governance, especially within the context of recent high-profile corporate scandals. Part two enables the reader to understand the corporation as both a legal and organic entity and provides information about the duties and responsibilities of board members along with the risks they may face. Parts three and four build on the foundation provided earlier by addressing the structure and then the operation of the board. The eight appendices are worthy of note and include: 1) Federal Tax The 11 teaching cases in this book are intended to provide students of health care systems with an international perspective on tools and mechanisms commonly employed to make health care affordable and of high quality, and on the practicalities of using those tools in a range of international health settings. The authors state that the major purpose of the book is to focus on the challenges of implementation in order to encourage a deeper understanding of variations among health systems, and to stimulate debate on what works, what does not work, and why. By looking at how several countries approach these challenges, the authors believe that the United States might come up with more effective solutions for its own problems.
Access to Health Care. Martin Guilliford and Myfanwy Morgan (eds.). New York: Routledge. 2003. 236 pp. $95. This book explores the meaning and processes of access to health care. The emphasis is on examining issues of access from a range of disciplinary perspectives with their focus on different levels of access and barriers to care. The book looks exclusively at access to health care in the context of affluent countries, although the editors recognize that many of the issues addressed are also of concern for less affluent countries.
